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circles, Th.it unanimity, oaly possible .un».»«g intellectials
where clubhittess. wif-iiitcft'si, •.iml (.'oiifofinlsni.enter the
picliirt', converts prol'c,ss(.»rh mlo jiist Aa»)tlief pressiite
gri)y|t heiU tin frttdoin for tin- Mike of |Hn\'et iastead of
freedom tor tlie sukc of tnitJu. If prok'ssuri made better
use yl'" ihcir own oppt^rtunitics to promote rtfectlve debate
On ill! important ciucitioiis—witliia the individual de-
partnient ami coJJcgc. where til coiitesttnts can., cooffoat
one another- the pubJic iniglit fisd it easier to stomtcii
CommuiiistH. ctwifklcnl that ttieif' coaspiratorial tech-

i will not wotk.

The ohjcdtvc (.ircumst,HKcs which nourish conformity,
dihcussctl LMfiicr in (his .irtu'lc, art' forinijAbk' indccJ.
But ihcy an be u>!ii|iici-cJ if enoii|;h professors Utcidc.
.t̂  lli,ivid Rtt.^lu.») wuuki s.iv, t!ul UcntX'fiinh they ait:
||oiog ht ht !tuRT-tlin'i.{cvi. 'Flic tuMitionj' ol iritln kiii.il
freedom tad tespoti>'bili:v still exist around wMcii thcf
ctii ii»ii|;rare theoiselYes. Ia fact, tlu) pay lip service to
tlieiii-.i n<>t eatktlf useless Mail of •i«,rUte--all the
time. Thcv need only prevent tlitir d(U>tititi k> t h e a
from becoiniog so iacaiiiesceiit tlitt the MgM blinds tliem
to iJie retlitf it is supposed to flluaiiaate. , ' >

/ / . ''The Devil It Is!"

hf I1¥ING HOWl

MR, Ctonm's main point seems to be sometMiig like
this; Liberals, just because they arexoiiiinitted to
democratic values and ocaij5|' so'pronunent a place

in the American universities, t ie most ia need of iiiortl
.s£'!t-<rr«tiny. Thej* .should b e w t » of Ihe siaagaess of
their virtue; Hiey must gaafd tgtinst the "repressive ini-
puLstf (as IJonel Trilling calls it) Aat maf be lurking
bdiind tijeif militant d,uiBs to enligMenaient

.Now it is hard to disiigree with t wtraiog against the
possible righteousness oi one's tightness.' It is also li»rd
to know what to do with (me'$ igireeaieat. WmMags
ag.iiiist righteousness aft like Ktiaons tgaiast sin. Though
I (.'ajoy my modest share of sia, I hope, wlien the fiatl toll
is calJed, to be founted liaoag lis of>pc«ieats. Bat if I
can't <|iiite telJ what is JiappeMog in t i e pretclief's inind,
I want at least to know ifl whlcii ditKtion his inge i is
pointing, And I wuit to Msteo ctfrftilly, to lietf wlietlier
\\'arnit)gs against pride tre being spAen ia accents of
pride, Mr, Cronitj docs not strike me iS a St. Fftacis.

Mr. Cronin presents Ms indictaieiit ôf l ibeal pfofes-
.sors ir» the rhetoric of liberal self-clitrtiseiaeot; tat when
one looks a bit closely i t tlie, speciicitioos of Iiis tfgti-
nicnt, it; becomes clear that, he is really t Beo-coaserrttke
guerrilla io academic robes.. Fot if half of what l>c siys
is true, then we liberals iacl adfcals ( I j-vroposc A tempo-

-)- united front against 'Mr. Cfania) li.ui better close
and admit that the Nalmmal R#«#« is right. Liber-
IS open to deep cf iticlsfi t ad 1, for one, bme tried

to make some of it; hut tHags me nM ^uifce » ^ d us
Mr. Cronin u'ould have foii,stippose. Mot even half of
^\')ijt he says is true.

That academic life can be pettf, mean, anxious, com-
petitive; thai some professors, like mmf other people,
feel iifjcasf io the cominny of brilliiiol' colleagues; that

IS a dril't in il»c uiii^vrsilics, ,is ii» .dl i
toward tlic p«'<.h(.>ltjiiy «»f ,Mlt'-,jppr<Hal- -
quite i"oim;s lo .i rcmarkahlc disi.uvcry, especially wht'ti
d hat Mr.

Ik \ i \ ( , HoWR /,f on ihe jmidly Ji

Bui. Id us grant it. ihcjc is .uinn-thhi^ to wh.it lie
stfs.. The t]ucstion theti .iri.ncs. wh.U is the nfce.<;5..try
coonetlioo helwt'et) .HIU'II C.iijftN of acaJtink" life ,tnd the
ftultH of lilvrali'^m.'' Sk.iHng from phr.ist,- to phr.isc. Mf,

.'.Cfonin iiL'Vfr so mucfs xfi .i.sks hinwcii' rhi,< ^juerfimi. In-
stead, he pre.Hunts a .string* of ,̂ ŝ̂ ;•rtions â  il" tlu
fact of thi'it Mtjufiicc ut-ri- i-vidcOvc oi i..in»ality- I'
ewo if iK.uleinic life nctf wfwt Mr. Cronin sitys it
aiid liberals wt-rv .i dominant t'orct* in the large
ua..wersittcs., it would .•itill con.'ititwtc .m cki
ill' logic ix> Assiimi- that the one is due ta the other. H.ui
Mf. (-roniii lieeti scriou.sly tontcrncd with investigatini^
a pioblem ratiicr than throsxing spitballs at liberals, he
woakl have had to note th.it:

1, AH iiBtitHiiorjiil life, if only in or4cr to pcrpcttutc
itself, tends to ^(.iier.tte inner patti-ra.'* of conformity and
complacence. This is iriK' rc^^ardk-s.s of the idf-okjii.iic.il

^bits-- liht'f.'il, ctMiscrv.uivf, radical -t'iiat may dornin.»tc
t gi^'t'o in.'jtiti.ittou. I'o show th.u hhcralfsm in any .sig-
nificant way helps to .speed or intetisify Mich a trend
would require .HVi!y.<is of the .s/Ut'/fic natiirf of American
Ilbei:a!i.*i»i tod.i). Sucti evidence mi|;l>t wdl be availa
fat Mr. fronia is too concerned with Lirtjc
tlifiisfs (or large blinding pijriHcsl to be able to find it.

2. Profe.-^sors may not earn â  ftwtn niouc) as ihcv
thlofc they should, and tht-y tn.iy oc* ^e as coosuously
inotival:e«l to live by the dc*t!ar as are other peoplt;-; but
most of thum rcnwin suhjcit to the mores arid imbued
with the vaJtic"? of a commerciil society. It if, therefore
at least i^ossibk' tlial nnich of what Mr. Croniii fituls

in the academic world needs to be related
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political'intessitf thtt witald a ike pkasiUe
favoritism thii Mt..Crooifl i l

aot to Hbefalisai or any other political opinion but to Ae
eacompasslng pressures of the cimunefdal etlios. WHle
aot in any strict sense i l lfatl myself, I think it only
ftir to add' whtte?ef fcsistaace the coufcefcial ethos
meets in the' Anierictn universities todtj comes maialy
from, scholars stilJ' faithful to the tradltioa'of liberalism.

.'>. I )ariag tihe past few decades tlicre has' grows up a
^v\ vTv (risis ia American education, .tilioiig the symptoiios
oi whitli ife the -dliiciil^ of ptofidiag c«Bpeteat faciil-
i'u-s fur cxpaadiiig colleges, tiie firtual impwsibflitf of

il-pteptfed tad ItKiiiereat students, and t
lowcfing of liitellectiitl standards. Much, of the

ccjiiipitcence and lacdiccrity thtt Mr. Gronia Mods m the
universities, partloilarlf in thwe large uai¥ersit,ies siip-
posrflf ciifsed with Hbertl facilities, is actually due to
(liis fiAlem of mass ediicttioii.' To hold libertls or tfif
nUief political gfoap tesponsible for the iniiiifestttions.
uf tMs crisis is sheer intel«tual H d

i lives the pressures of mass edaation, the ttuth
nhHt iiiiivefstties seeois to me quite different'from wh*t
Mr. CtoQ,ln suggests. Far from dflviag potential T. S.
Tin its twaf ftwn tfieif doors, iiiMt English deptttments
tt»t I litppeii to know are ccjinprfag iefcdy if politely
fof the distingiiished mea in 'the field. Fo,r one quiAly
d,isco¥efs' timt to *tf iatellectiiaMf dae in the Kidemic
wofH fequi,res stimalatiag colletgufs, even If, hetven
foAid, they htppes to be New Criiif? or critia of" John
I>ewef. And. then, foo know, there arc at least * few
disinterested schoMfs, sane of them evtn liberals, who
feel tf»t getting a Bew tad gifted colle«gae, even «ae

•,w:lio may oatsMne thea, constitutes ^ o d asms I know
-hdw a»i¥e this wll ,seein by c»iiips,rlsofi with Mr, Cnm-
in's wofldliaess; but I tike the risk.

• 4. Most tin,ivefsitf tmAers, f»f ttm& beiag • ,rtbid
llbersls who iatimidate heretics 'tad keep ttiem away
ffoia tlie gooi. jobs, *fe itsatlly iadiffcfetit to politics.
Wfcttever iiiteie^ tltey io show in it tends to be casiml
and, iiitefioittent. (They doa't "evea love Adlai very.
madty.) l''»f that matter, t l*f^ auinbef of uoiwfsitf
fi-uIitT*. .ir« not iatelledaals tt nil: t h ^ aj*e spedtiists,
iiK'Tihil fc( hsldtas, who do t jfA well or pooriy but me
si'lddji! ini used with tlie liberal feffof (ot tihiak it useful
from opportunist nartifes to siinnl.ite t ie Ilbcts.1 fewor) .
whith Mr Cronia, iii orfef to liwe isf ctseit sU, mast

to exist, Iii^moit uaivefsMes there fust isn't the

"Tbe adoptioo of a liberal orieafatloii," he writes, "is
aji im{»rttiit method fof ^ttlBg oo ia the academic
world." Tie devii t is! If you tedly want to get ahead,
foigct itout libeftlisiB and grliici out. those articles for
PM.LA. '. '

Besides, there ate stfll some- honest men left m this
world,' and t auinbeE of .than aft eteii chairiiien of
unifCfsitf departments. The head of an'English depart-
ment ,in E Midwestera univcfsltj—«ne of those sup-
posedly crawling w,ith libertls—will seMom know about
the jsolitio rf the jmmg instructors, ifst because he is
likely,to be making cfety effort to play fair, second be-
cause he doesn't really ctre, and third because with so
many young Instructors dutteriftg up the place his initial
pmhitm is to temm^xi thek aaines.

5. Perhaps most cmcial to this discussion is the fact
thtt ,Americta libemlism, just because it sceiti.s fair to
hmt become "not oalj the daninsat bat wen the sole
intellectual tmditioa," can ao ionget conunand a tomptct
body of ideas or even attitudes. What kind of liberals
will, JOU ind Ia tiie average Itfge iifli¥ers,ity? A handful
of A D A people, most of them far from iircbrand.s;
pgrAaps one liberal of the sort who feels a n<wl.dgic
attmkmtat to Popular Frontisin';" t group f<>«" whom
libertlism his become a vague commitment to decency,
social legislation and the Deiiiocmtic ticket (tlioujih
recently a good number of these h«?e found il possible
to switch to Ike); and toother group fof whom liberal-
ism is iittie mote than a eupheinisai fof American citizen-
ship. To speak about that siagle Popultr Front relic AS li
he were typical of Ataericmn libetalisiii totlay is absurd;
to sjsetk atoiit Ainericia iibetallsin ts if it were a homo-
geneous politicil tendency is absurd; to say tliat any
sigfiiicaat auinbef of Americtn liberals, in or out of the
universities, remains "soft" oa Commiifli.sm is absurd.
TTitt iiiikes three Mods of absurdity, all to|;ether.

As * fepofter of academic Hie ,Mr. Cfonin dso manages
/*% to he comic His picture of a professor .suffering

from "a decided coolness in the #mosphere" be-
cause he had been critictl of trade imioos is enough to
wring John Chiinberitin's hmit; but It »'m't so, it doesn't
happen. For most actdemic libertls now gt) t>ut of their
way to disclaini toy identifiatiai with the workers or
tl),eif unioos; they all too eu'ilf (ttaiost ».s if they were
caadldttes for the Pfesldency!) eqwtte "big business"
with "Mg nnionissi," fegtfdiog .'bcth ts a menace and
t^iflg to ind thaH'Selws *, |»,liticil-iiiofal stance above
the sordid d»sh of pressure gfoups.

Where, oae woiide«» Md Ms. Croaiii get his weird
pictttfe &{ the Americta aniyetsM»ia.iP56? Surely not
from direct obsewitton; no one,-iaetely by lookiog,
could bfew sudi « ftattsy s$ his tcMeiaicJibera! "flirting
with • weiitati fe?©tati«i"; a^isti^es of.,this magnitude
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re<juire goidtiice. I tiiiak I kiiow Ae taswer: he h»s.
been readiag toO'inaiif sttMc aoreh hj Mtrj M^Aftfif
and taking them' for fact.

That Mt. Cfonitt .is m mtlidous a critic of libefalism
as he is uatnistwotthf t reporter of actdeaiic life seems .
to me so ob¥ious as te reqaire onlf t few remtrks:

Liberals, he tells as, "may make iiiisttkes, but . . .
never sin—for siBiiIng ia¥ol¥« personal guilt and m- •
spofl.sibilitf wMcIi . . . they do oot adcaowlcdge." Now
the term "sio," if used seriously, mast iiampdittelf bring
us to a theological context. Wlietiiet or oot Mt. Cronin
knom-s what he is saying,, Ms sentena mfeans iMt oalf
persons with fdigiotts ftitfi are, capable of tssttming per-
sonal guilt and- respossiibility.,But this,is.an opiaida so-
arrogant: and iiiipii,detit m to s t a g ^ .belief: it tfsmisses
a whole class of hiiintn ,beiti.gs;("literals"); froia the ,
realm of serioai mofiJ life. It is tlsp sMeer -cant Tor
"'Ijile a seose of sin certminlj caa' 'mwohi pefsonal guilt
•iiitl fcspoasibilltf, it is tlso tme liiat meii can tetl per-
•>'>nal guilt iiiil responsibilitf' witlioat a seme of.sia.

TJjc libeaJsj Mr. Grooia goes' oa to .s.iy, "Itrgely sue- .
' -xd in relegating tn •iinporttat 'Socratic ditlogue, this
'•ne with Comnmnisin,. to the leist ialeltetuil,'segmeats'
• -t Hie iiopulstioa.-'Tlity iieiiiselves are chiefly respoasiMe
i-'sr Mc<.;iirthfisia."- What simplicity of mind! Mx. Cfonin
1̂  only a baby step (m lie would, put it) from-a cra^e
• 'Kjspiiiitf tlieoff of iiistoff. Yesi yes: the libeMs are
• itit'fly respoasiMe im MoCartlifisfii; McCtftliy is'diieiy
'"I'sponsible fOf ,the'Communists;-Ac CoaMiiiiiiists tre
• liiicfly responsible for the Mbettls; tiie, Ilbemls me diieiy

fw tke ^»^oalsb. Mr. Cfonin: sfcoolJ -te
la lostltatioail •dfcftiil^. . , ' •

Now AM 1 litfe tlmost iiaistiei, I t i ^|felf wheiier ̂
it has been worth Ae ttooMe. Certtialy not for fc tfga?
-ments^advtiicei bf Mr. Cronin, which MC Qcither ong-
inal sor intercstiag. It's the style. I teli myself, thtt M ^
sottped-iip-jaunty .tawed stjle- it'.< ihe .style tlitt holds
one's attention tad makes one feel more Jespemte tliaa
the trgiimeBt.' '̂  ' ^ • '
' Cons,idet, for, «iimpie, the sea,teece, tboat tiie edaca-

tioa professors who wim't Ma a new iima "unless Ms-
Jietft Is twisted mto i" pretzd tlhtt spells Join Dewey."
Vivid! But why, ,one 'isks oneself, wliy a ptetid?' Wkj
not t btaast m a'bigei Ai t - spells Jolia Dew^? Or t ie
sentence cltiiniog tMt the "coaveatloa that it is art ia

tiste to be,a-vigorous or oiitspAeii critic of- Com-
" proceeded to drreiop "momeatam la-the thir-

ties tad forties 'tad now roari tlirougli. the tademic
wofH lifgclf out of flieet iii,erti*»" I ptss by the pfoMem
of how t.cMiventipB (nt least of this kiiid) eta mm; I
put aside the ecpiMfy inteiestlag problon of how it ma
^ma "out of sheer inertia." (Tff it, tiioagli, as a masciiltr
exercise.-) I prefer, to 'leafe it -with the tcadeinic people
•who retd, Tbg Ngw JI#^«Mlf: ,do joa. think it trath,fol
Of tcciiate to mj timt the opliiioii that-It Is ia hid tiste
to criticise Coiwniiaisiii-is .today roarimg thrcmgli the
American' iiili?efsities? -'
' Well, Aiiiericiii liberillsiii iie^$ 'scwefc tnd sasltiaed..
criticism; so docs icmdaaic life; tad so.do the ac»d,ein.fc-
libertls. Bttt Mr. Ctonia isn't the man for tlie job. Not
evta if lie were to iwM.. Iilinsclf into t pfcteel.

Pronouncements Are Not Policies

Readers* Commentsm Foreigfi

hf HANS j : MOIGJWTHAU

nii <,;<>MJMiFNTS on my arttiles aa Ainericta-'foreign
policy. piiblishtHi in Tht^ Nen' Rept/Mk of Deccinbet.

I'.') and 17, have raised three fuiiJaaieiititl issnct: -the
hkdihood of atomic war, rhe ustfuloess of the United
N and the chances for the United States- to ex-

the su|ii>orl of Great Bril.un aad Fmace for that
'•'' Hic Asian-Aftkan him.

I never shared the belief, midcsprctd tfter the Geac^a '
Conference of 1915, that atomir wmf Imi become im-
;->is.sible. In an artidc "Mm Atomic Wtr JLeaUj Become
I i b l " published In Ihe fif/lUim of l i t dtsmk

Seiemiisis of Jmmmf, 1956, I ,t,rie<i to show tiitt
the United States -not the Soviet Uaion would'
ttelf start siicli » wtr, bat tliit eitlicf aiigiit' stainisle mto
one tlitoii^ tnisctlailtti,oa. "If oiife side were to pash
the oliief into iefett, in telitna apon the Itttet's l
tion not to start m .iflout atomk war. it mî k;ht p
tl);5t wry w.it. If one <idc wcrr ta ik'clart- thiit uiiUcr no
ciriHiTiHtances would it resort to .lil-out Atoroii wur, it
%*ould condemn itst'If to J policy of appea.Hemcnt, iovit-
iog defeat after defeat .lod issuing cither in impottnce or
«n all-out jitomii war fought in dcsperition under the



© 1957 The New Republic. All rights reserved. Copyright of New Republic is the property of
TNR II, LLC and its content may not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a
listserv without the copyright holder's express written permission. However, users may print,
download, or email articles for individual use.


